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H.R. 774—To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 46-02 21st Street in Long Island City, New York, as the 
"Geraldine Ferraro Post Office Building" (Rep. Maloney, D-NY) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 774 would designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 46-02 21st Street in Long Island City, New York, as the "Geraldine Ferraro 
Post Office Building".   
 
Additional Information:  Geraldine Ferraro was first elected to Congress in 1978 
representing New York’s 9th Congressional District. In addition to her role as Secretary 

 1



of the House Democratic Caucus, she served on the Budget Committee, Public Works 
Committee, and the Post Office and Civil Service Committee during her tenure in 
Congress.  In 1984, former Vice-President and Democratic Presidential nominee Walter 
Mondale selected Ferraro as his Vice-Presidential running mate.  Additionally, she served 
as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights from 1993 to 
1996 under the Clinton Administration.  Following her career in politics, she has been a 
contributor to many cable news affiliates.   
 
Committee Action: H.R. 774 was introduced on January 28, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  The committee held a mark-
up on March 18, 2009, and the bill was ordered to be reported by unanimous consent. 
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is provided.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  A CBO score for H.R. 774 is unavailable, but the only costs 
associated with a U.S. post office renaming are those for sign and map changes, none of 
which significantly affect the federal budget. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?: Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules.   
 
Constitutional Authority: Although no committee report citing constitutional authority 
is available, Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 of the Constitution grants Congress the 
authority to establish Post Offices and post roads. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Bruce Miller, bruce.miller@mail.house.gov, (202)226-9720           
 
                              
H.R. 1397—To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 41 Purdy Avenue in Rye, New York, as the "Caroline O'Day 

Post Office Building" (Rep. Lowey, D-NY) 
 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 1397 would designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 41 Purdy Avenue in Rye, New York, as the "Caroline O'Day Post Office 
Building". 
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Additional Information: Caroline Love Goodwin O'Day served in Congress as a 
Representative from New York from 1935 till 1943.  Before her election to Congress, she 
was known as a champion of social welfare programs and the women’s suffrage 
movement serving as commissioner of the State board of social welfare from 1923 to 
1934.  Her strong support for the candidacy of Franklin D. Roosevelt helped her to win 
election in 1934 and she quickly became a strong supporter of many FDR policies, 
including the New Deal.  She died not long after her term expired in 1943.   
 
Committee Action: H.R. 1397 was introduced on March 9, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  The committee held a mark-
up on March 18, 2009, and the bill was ordered to be reported by unanimous consent. 
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is provided.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  A CBO score for H.R. 1379 is unavailable, but the only costs 
associated with a U.S. post office renaming are those for sign and map changes, none of 
which significantly affect the federal budget. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?: Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules.   
 
Constitutional Authority: Although no committee report citing constitutional authority 
is available, Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 of the Constitution grants Congress the 
authority to establish Post Offices and post roads. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Bruce Miller, bruce.miller@mail.house.gov, (202)226-9720           
         
                                                                   
H.Res. 299—Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 

public servants should be commended for their dedication and 
continued service to the Nation during Public Service Recognition 

Week, May 4 through 10, 2009, and throughout the year (Rep. Lynch, 
D-MA) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
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Summary:  H.Res. 299 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Commends public servants for their outstanding contributions to this great 
Nation during Public Service Recognition Week and throughout the year; 

 “Salutes government employees for their unyielding dedication and spirit of 
public service; 

 “Honors those government employees who have given their lives in service to 
their country; 

 “Calls upon a new generation to consider a career in public service as an 
honorable profession; and 

 “Encourages efforts to promote public service careers at all levels of 
government.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of finding including:  

 “Public Service Recognition Week provides an opportunity to recognize and 
promote the important contributions of public servants and to honor the diverse 
men and women who meet the needs of the Nation through work at all levels of 
government;  

 “Millions of individuals work in government service in every city, county, and 
State across America and in hundreds of cities abroad;  

 “Public service is a noble calling, involving a variety of challenging and 
rewarding professions 

 “Federal, State, and local governments are responsive, innovative, and effective 
because of the outstanding work of public servants; 

 “The United States is a great and prosperous Nation, and public service 
employees contribute significantly to that greatness and prosperity;  

 “Government workers have much to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise and 
innovative ideas, and serve as examples by passing on institutional knowledge to 
train the next generation of public servants;  

 “May 4 through 10, 2009, has been designated Public Service Recognition Week 
to honor America's Federal, State, and local government employees; and  

 “Public Service Recognition Week is celebrating its 25th anniversary through job 
fairs, student activities, and agency exhibits:” 

Committee Action: H.Res. 299 was introduced on March 30, 2009, and referred to the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee.  On April 23, 2009, the committee 
held a mark-up and ordered the bill reported by unanimous consent.    
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy was provided.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution would not authorize any additional expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: No. 
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Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?: Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable for H.Res. 299.  
 
RSC Staff Contact: Bruce Miller, bruce.miller@mail.house.gov, (202)226-9720           
 
                                                                
H.R. 1271—To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 2351 West Atlantic Boulevard in Pompano Beach, Florida, as 

the "Elijah Pat Larkins Post Office Building" (Rep. Hastings, D-FL) 
 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 1271 would designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 2351 West Atlantic Boulevard in Pompano Beach, Florida, as the "Elijah Pat 
Larkins Post Office Building".  
 
Additional Information: Elijah Pat Larkins died on February 14, 2009, after battling 
brain cancer for over a year.  Mr. Larkins was the first elected African-American Mayor 
of Pompano Beach, FL and served a record seven terms in office.  As mayor, he was 
known for his work in the area of affordable housing.   
 
Committee Action: H.R. 1271 was introduced on March 3, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  The committee held a mark-
up on April 23, 2009, and the bill was ordered to be reported by unanimous consent. 
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is provided.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  A CBO score for H.R. 1271 is unavailable, but the only costs 
associated with a U.S. post office renaming are those for sign and map changes, none of 
which significantly affect the federal budget. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?: No. 
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Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?: Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules.   
 
Constitutional Authority: Although no committee report citing constitutional authority 
is available, Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 of the Constitution grants Congress the 
authority to establish Post Offices and post roads. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Bruce Miller, bruce.miller@mail.house.gov, (202)226-9720           
 
                                                                

H.Res. 382— Supporting the goals and ideals of National Charter 
Schools Week to be held May 3 through May 9, 2009 (Bishop, UT) 

 
Order of Business: The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution.  
 
Summary:  H.Res. 382 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Supports the goals and ideals of the 10th annual National Charter Schools Week; 
 “Acknowledges and commends charter schools and their students, parents, 

teachers, and administrators across the United States for their ongoing 
contributions to education and improving and strengthening our public school 
system; and 

 “Calls on the people of the United States to conduct appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities to demonstrate support for charter schools during this 
weeklong celebration in communities throughout the United States.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings including: 

 “Charter schools deliver high-quality education and challenge our students to 
reach their potential; 

 “Charter schools provide thousands of families with diverse and innovative 
educational options for their children;  

 Charter schools are public schools authorized by a designated public entity that 
are responding to the needs of our communities, families, and students and 
promoting the principles of quality, choice, and innovation;  

 “In exchange for the flexibility and autonomy given to charter schools, they are 
held accountable by their sponsors for improving student achievement and for 
their financial and other operations;  

 “40 States, the District of Columbia, and Guam have passed laws authorizing 
charter schools;  

 “Approximately 4,700 charter schools are now serving approximately 1,400,000 
children;  
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 “Over the last 15 years, Congress has provided substantial support to the charter 
school movement through startup financing assistance and grants for planning, 
implementation, and dissemination;  

 “Over 365,000 children are on charter school waiting lists nationally;  
 “Charter schools improve their students' achievement and can stimulate 

improvement in traditional public schools;  
 “Charter schools must meet the student achievement accountability requirements 

under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 in the same manner 
as traditional public schools, and often set higher and additional individual goals 
to ensure that they are of high quality and truly accountable to the public;  

 “Charter schools must continually demonstrate their ongoing success to parents, 
policymakers, and their communities, some charter schools routinely measure 
parental satisfaction levels, and all give parents new freedom to choose their 
public school;  

 “Charter schools nationwide serve a higher percentage of low-income and 
minority students than the traditional public system;  

 “Charter schools have enjoyed broad bipartisan support from the Administration, 
Congress, State Governors and legislatures, educators, and parents across the 
United States; and  

 “The 10th annual National Charter Schools Week, to be held May 3 through May 
9, 2009, is an event sponsored by charter schools and grassroots charter school 
organizations across the United States to recognize the significant impacts, 
achievements, and innovations of charter schools.” 

Committee Action: H.Res. 382 was introduced on April 30, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, which took no subsequent public action.   
 
Administration Position:  No Statement of Administration Policy (SAP) is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution would not authorize any additional expenditures.  
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Natalie Farr; natalie.farr@mail.house.gov 202-226-0718. 
 

 
H.Res. 338— Supporting the goals and ideals of National Community 

College Month (Latham, D-IA) 
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Order of Business: The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution.  
 
Summary:  H.Res. 338 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Supports the goals and ideals of National Community College Month; and 
 “Congratulates the Nation's community colleges, and their students, governing 

boards, faculty, and staff, for their contributions to education and workforce 
development, and for their vital role in ensuring a brighter, stronger future for the 
Nation.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings including: 

 “There are more than 1,100 community colleges in the United States;  
 “There are more than 11,000,000 students enrolled in for-credit and not-for-credit 

programs at community colleges nationwide;  
 “In 2009, community colleges in the United States will award more than 500,000 

associate's degrees and 270,000 associate's certificates;  
 “Community colleges have educated more than 100,000,000 people in the United 

States since the first community college was founded in 1901;  
 “Community college students are a more diverse group in terms of age, income, 

race, and ethnicity than students attending traditional colleges and universities, 
making community colleges essential to providing access to postsecondary 
education;  

 “Community colleges enrich and enhance communities across the country, 
socially, culturally, and politically;  

 “Community colleges are affordable and close to home for most people in the 
United States;  

 “Community colleges allow many older students to take courses part-time while 
working full-time, creating opportunities that otherwise would not be available;  

 “Community colleges provide job training for workers who have lost their jobs or 
are hoping to find better jobs, helping millions of people in the United States 
support themselves and their families;  

 “Community colleges contribute more than $31,000,000,000 annually to the 
Nation's economic growth and, by helping to provide a skilled workforce, are 
critical to our Nation's continued success and prosperity in the global economy of 
the 21st century; and  

 “The American Association of Community Colleges, the Association of 
Community College Trustees, and more than 1,100 community colleges 
nationwide recognize April as National Community College Month.” 

Committee Action: H.Res. 338 was introduced on April 21, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, which took no subsequent public action.   
 
Administration Position:  No Statement of Administration Policy (SAP) is available.   
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Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution would not authorize any additional expenditures.  
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Natalie Farr; natalie.farr@mail.house.gov 202-226-0718. 
 

 
H.Res. 348— Congratulating the University of North Carolina men’s 

basketball team (Price, D-NC) 
 
Order of Business: The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution.  
 
Summary:  H.Res. 348 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Congratulates the national champion North Carolina Tar Heels for their historic 
win in the 2009 National Collegiate Athletic Association Division I Men's 
Basketball Championship; 

 “Recognizes the achievements of the players, coaches, students, and support staff 
who were instrumental in helping the University of North Carolina Tar Heels win 
the tournament; and 

 “Directs the Clerk of the House of Representatives to make available enrolled 
copies of this resolution to University of North Carolina Chancellor Holden 
Thorp, Athletic Director Dick Baddour, and Head Coach Roy Williams for 
appropriate display.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings including: 

 “On April 6, 2009, the University of North Carolina Tar Heels defeated the 
Michigan State University Spartans 89-72 in the finals of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division I Men's Basketball Tournament in 
Detroit, Michigan;  

 “The Tar Heels now hold 6 men's basketball national titles, including 5 NCAA 
tournament titles, tied for the third most in NCAA history;  

 “The Tar Heels have won men's basketball national championships in 1924, 
1957, 1982, 1993, 2005, and 2009 and have played in a record 18 `Final Fours';  
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 “Tar Heels head coach and Asheville, North Carolina, native Roy Williams won 
his second NCAA title in his sixth year coaching the team, improving to 594-138 
in 21 seasons as a head coach, and has the highest winning percentage of any 
active coach in men's basketball;  

 “Coach Williams and his coaching staff, including Assistant Coaches Joe 
Holladay, Steve Robinson, and C.B. McGrath, as well as each trainer, manager, 
and staff member, deserve praise and credit for their outstanding dedication to 
helping the North Carolina Tar Heels reach the summit of college basketball;  

 “Tar Heel seniors Tyler Hansbrough, Danny Green, Mike Copeland, Bobby 
Frasor, Marcus Ginyard, Patrick Moody, J.B. Tanner, and Jack Wooten 
celebrated 4 years at North Carolina with a National Championship, and became 
the winningest class in the 99-year history of the University of North Carolina 
men's basketball program;  

 “Tar Heel junior Wayne Ellington was named Most Outstanding Player of the 
tournament, averaging 19.2 points per game;  

 “Tar Heel junior Ty Lawson and senior Tyler Hansbrough joined Wayne 
Ellington on the all-tournament team, along with Spartans players Kalin Lucas 
and Goran Suton;  

 “The roster of the North Carolina Tar Heels also included juniors Marc Campbell 
and Deon Thompson; sophomore Will Graves; and freshmen Ed Davis, Larry 
Drew II, Justin Watts, and Tyler Zeller;  

 “The Tar Heels set a record for the most points in one half of a Championship 
game with 55, and Tar Heel point guard Ty Lawson set a record for the most 
steals in a Championship game with 8;  

 “The North Carolina Tar Heels finished the 2008-2009 season with 34 wins and 4 
losses, completing their third consecutive 30 win season;  

 “The Tar Heels won their second National Championship in 5 years;  
 “The Tar Heel players, coaches, and staff are outstanding representatives of the 

University of North Carolina, the oldest public university in the country and a 
distinguished leader in higher education that is consistently ranked among the 
Nation's top universities in academic performance;  

 “The Tar Heels showed tremendous dedication to their team, appreciation to their 
fans, sportsmanship toward their opponents, and respect for the game of 
basketball throughout the 2009 season, maintaining the tradition of excellence 
established by legendary coach Dean Smith; and  

 “Residents of the Old North State and North Carolina fans worldwide are to be 
congratulated for their long-standing support, perseverance, and pride in the 
team.” 

Committee Action: H.Res. 348 was introduced on April 21, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, which took no subsequent public action.   
 
Administration Position:  No Statement of Administration Policy (SAP) is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution would not authorize any additional expenditures.  
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Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Natalie Farr; natalie.farr@mail.house.gov 202-226-0718. 
 

 
H.Res. 353— Supporting the goals and ideals of Global Youth Service 

Days (DeLauro, D-CT) 
 
Order of Business: The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution.  
 
Summary:  H.Res. 353 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Recognizes and commends the significant contributions of youth of the United 
States and encourages the cultivation of a civic bond between young people 
dedicated to serving their neighbors, their communities, and the Nation; 

 “Supports the goals and ideals of Global Youth Services Days 2009; and 
 “Calls on the citizens of the United States to-- 

• “Observe the day by encouraging youth to participate community service 
and service-learning projects and by joining them in such projects; 

• “Recognize the volunteer efforts of the young people of the United States 
throughout the year; and 

• “Support the volunteer efforts of young people and engage them in 
meaningful community service, service-learning, and decision-making 
opportunities today as an investment in the future of the United States.” 
 

The resolution lists a number of findings including: 
 

 “Global Youth Service Days is an annual public awareness and education 
campaign that highlights the valuable contributions that young people make to 
their communities year-round; 

 “The goals of Global Youth Service Days are to— 
(1) “Mobilize the youth of the United States to identify and address the needs of 
their communities through community service and service-learning opportunities; 
(2) “Support young people in embarking on a lifelong path of volunteer service 
and civic engagement; and  
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(3) “Educate the public, the media, and policymakers about contributions made by 
young people as community leaders throughout the year;  

 “Global Youth Service Days, a program of Youth Service America, is the largest 
service event in the world and in 2009 is being observed for the 21st consecutive 
year in the United States and for the 10th year in more than 100 countries;  

 “Young people in the United States and in many other countries are providing 
more volunteer service to their communities than in any other generation in 
history, thereby demonstrating that children and youth not only represent the 
future of the world, but are also leaders and assets today;  

 “Recent research shows that high quality, semester-long service-learning, when 
used as a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful community 
service with academic curriculum, increases students' cognitive engagement, 
motivation to learn, school attendance, and academic achievement scores;  

 “A fundamental and conclusive correlation exists between youth service, 
character development, lifelong adult volunteering, philanthropy, and other forms 
of civic engagement;  

 “Community service and service-learning provide opportunities for youth to apply 
their knowledge, idealism, energy, creativity, and unique perspectives to improve 
local communities by addressing critical issues such as poverty, hunger, illiteracy, 
education, natural disasters, climate change, and many others;  

 “A growing number of Global Youth Service Days projects involve youth 
working collaboratively across national boundaries to address global issues, to 
increase intercultural understanding, and to promote the sense that they are global 
citizens;  

 “Global Youth Service Day engages millions of young people worldwide with the 
support of 50 International Coordinating Committee member organizations, over 
150 U.S. National Partners, 75 local and statewide Global Youth Services Days 
lead agencies, and thousands of local organizers; and  

 “Both young people and their communities will benefit greatly from expanded 
opportunities for youth to engage in volunteer community service and service-
learning.” 

 
Committee Action: H.Res. 353 was introduced on April 22, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, which took no subsequent public action.   
 
Administration Position:  No Statement of Administration Policy (SAP) is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution would not authorize any additional expenditures.  
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  Though the bill contains no earmarks, and there’s no 
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accompanying committee report, the earmarks rule (House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a)) does 
not apply, by definition, to legislation considered under suspension of the rules. 
 
RSC Staff Contact: Natalie Farr; natalie.farr@mail.house.gov 202-226-0718. 
 

  
H.Res. 313 – Supporting the Goals and Ideals of National Public Works 

Week  (Oberstar, D-MN) 
 

Order of Business:  H.Res. 313 is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 
under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 313 resolves that the House of Representatives:  
 

 “Supports the goals and ideals of National Public Works Week; 
 “Recognizes and celebrates the important contributions that public works 

professionals make every day to improve the public infrastructure of the United 
States and the communities that those professionals serve; and 

 “Urges citizens and communities throughout the United States to join with 
representatives of the Federal Government in activities and ceremonies that are 
designed to pay tribute to the public works professionals of the Nation and to 
recognize the substantial contributions that public works professionals make to 
the Nation.” 

 
The resolution lists a new of findings including:  
 

  “The Nation's public transportation systems experienced record ridership levels 
in 2008 with 10,680,000,000 passenger trips taken; 

 “Infrastructure investment from all levels of government and the private sector is 
currently $85,000,000,000 annually; 

  “The National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission 
report estimates that the United States needs to invest up to $340,000,000,000 
annually for the next 50 years to upgrade the Nation's existing transportation 
network to a good state of repair and to build the more advanced facilities the 
Nation will require to remain competitive; 

 “The National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission 
report estimates that, without changes to current policy, revenues raised by all 
levels of government for capital investment will total only 36 percent of the 
$200,000,000,000 necessary each year to maintain and improve United States 
highways and transit systems; 

 “The National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission 
report also finds that there is a growing investment gap in the Nation's 
infrastructure that will total nearly $400,000,000,000 in the years 2010 through 
2015 and $2,300,000,000,000 in the years 2010 through 2035; and 

 “Public works professionals are observing National Public Works Week from 
May 17 through 23, 2009.” 
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Potential Conservative Concern:  Some conservatives may be concerned that the 
resolution mentions that the National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing 
Commission estimates “revenues raised by all levels of government for capital 
investment will total only 36 percent of the $200,000,000,000 necessary each year to 
maintain and improve United States highway and transit systems.”  This statement might 
be read as an endorsement of a $128 billion per year tax increase.  And this same report 
also endorses specific tax increases on drivers, such as a 40-cent increase in the gasoline 
tax over five years, as well as a new miles-driven tax.   
 
Committee Action:  H.Res. 313 was introduced on April 1, 2009 and referred to the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  On April 2, 2009, the committee 
held a mark-up and reported the bill by voice vote.     
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no additional expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  According to the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, in House Report 111-080, the bill contains no 
earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
in House Report 111-080, states that H.Res. 313 is a resolution, and therefore does not 
have the force of law. 
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9719 
 

  
H.Res. 269 – Supporting the Goals of Motorcycle Safety Awareness 

Month (Giffords, D-AZ) 
 

Order of Business:  H.Res. 269 is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 
under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 269 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Recognizes the contribution motorcycles make to the transportation mix; 
 “Encourages all road users to be more aware of motorcycles and motorcyclists' 

safety; 
 “Encourages all riders to receive appropriate training and practice safe riding 

skills; and 
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 “Supports the goals of Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.” 
 
The resolution lists a new of findings including: 

 
 “May is designated as `Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month'; and 
 “The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration promotes Motorcycle 

Safety Awareness Month to encourage riders to always wear helmets and other 
protective gear, never drink and ride, be properly licensed, and get training and to 
remind all riders and motorists to always share the road.” 

 
Committee Action:  H.Res. 269 was introduced on March 19, 2009 and referred to the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  On April 2, 2009, the committee 
held a mark-up and reported the bill by voice vote.     
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no additional expenditures.    
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  According to the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, in House Report 111-079, the bill contains no 
earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
in House Report 111-079, states that H.Res. 269 is a resolution, and therefore it does not 
have the force of law. 
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9719 
 

 
H.Res. 367 – Supporting the Goals and Ideals of National Train Day  

(Brown, D-FL) 
 

Order of Business:  H.Res. 367 is scheduled to be considered on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 
under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 367 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 “Recognizes the contribution trains make to the national transportation system; 
 “Urges the people of the United States to recognize such a day as an opportunity 

to learn more about trains; and 
 “Supports the goals and ideals of National Train Day as designated by Amtrak.” 

 

 15

http://www.congress.gov/cgi-lis/cpquery/R?cp111:FLD010:@1(hr079)
http://www.congress.gov/cgi-lis/cpquery/R?cp111:FLD010:@1(hr079)
mailto:brad.watson@mail.house.gov


The resolution lists a new of findings including: 
 

 “In May 1869, the `golden spike' was driven into the final tie at Promontory 
Summit, Utah, to join the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific Railroads, 
ceremonially completing the first transcontinental railroad and therefore 
connecting both coasts of the United States; 

 “In highly populated regions Amtrak trains and infrastructure carry commuters to 
and from work in congested metropolitan areas providing a reliable rail option, 
reducing congestion on roads and in the skies; 

 “For many rural Americans, Amtrak represents the only major intercity 
transportation link to the rest of the country; 

 “Passenger trains provide a more fuel-efficient transportation system thereby 
providing cleaner transportation alternatives and energy security; 

 “Intercity passenger rail was 18 percent more energy efficient than airplanes and 
25 percent more energy efficient than automobiles on a per-passenger-mile basis 
in 2006; 

 “Amtrak annually provides intercity passenger rail travel to over 25,000,000 
Americans residing in 46 States; 

 “An increasing number of people are using trains for travel purposes beyond 
commuting to and from work; 

 “Community railroad stations are a source of civic pride, a gateway to over 500 of 
our Nation's communities, and a tool for economic growth; and 

 “Amtrak has designated May 9, 2009, as National Train Day to celebrate the way 
trains connect people and places.” 

 
Potential Conservative Concern:  The resolution states the U.S. House:  “Urges the 
people of the United States to recognize such a day as an opportunity to learn more about 
trains.”  Some conservatives may believe the House has more important legislation to 
take up than a resolution that urges the American people to spend time learning about 
trains. And some conservatives may believe that many American families may 
reasonably decide not to use this coming Saturday (“National Train Day”) “as an 
opportunity to learn about trains,” but may instead have better ways to spend their time.   
In addition, many conservatives are critical of federal Amtrak subsidies, and would 
disagree with some of the claims made by this resolution (which are often used by 
Amtrak funding supporters to justify funding for the program).  For another view of 
Amtrak’s performance, and consequences of federal subsidies, see this Heritage paper.   
 
Committee Action:  H.Res. 367 was introduced on April 27, 2009 and referred to the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, which took no official action.  
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no additional expenditures.    
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-
Sector Mandates?:   No. 
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Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 
Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available.  
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.     
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9719 
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