@ongresg of the United States
MWashington, DC 20515

February 17,2012

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

S-221 The Capitol S-230 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Minority Leader McConnell:

It is our understanding that efforts are underway to move forward the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (the “Law of the Sea Treaty”), and we write to register our opposition and
respectfully urge you to oppose any efforts toward ratification. This is a treaty that President
Reagan refused to sign and that the Senate has wisely declined to ratify for nearly three decades.
While the ratification of international treaties is the responsibility of the Senate, spending
legislation including funds for responsibilities to which Senate-ratified treaties can bind the U.S.,,
originates in the House of Representatives. Thus, we in the House take great interest in this
treaty.

Ratification of the Law of the Sea Treaty would subject the U.S. to another international
organization which, like the United Nations, would not make safeguarding U.S. interests its
priority. Adherence to the treaty would place costly requirements on U.S. businesses and
industry seeking to mine the ocean floors that would result in additional costs that U.S. industry
would have to bear and in restricted entrepreneurship. With the United States being responsible
for paying for 25 percent of the budget of the regulatory regime established by the treaty known
as the International Seabed Authority, the treaty would also place an additional and ill-timed
burden on U.S. taxpayers. Additionally, the treaty codifies permissible sea-related military
activities that all treaty parties are expected to observe. Some of these provisions could result in
an erosion of U.S. sovereignty or endanger our military operations at sea.

There is no pressing need for the ratification of this troubled treaty. The United States has
operated outside the constructs of the treaty for nearly three decades without detriment to itself
or any other nation. As expressed by elements of the nation’s armed services, there are some
provisions of the treaty that could yield benefits to the United States. However, we remain
convinced that the risks to the United States posed by this treaty far outweigh any potential
benefits that could be realized by U.S. ratification. We urge you to oppose any efforts to ratify
this treaty.

Sincerely,
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