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SALI: TRANSPORTATION SECURITY OFFICIALS MUST DO MORE TO PROTECT TRAVELERS, TREAT AMERICANS WITH RESPECT

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  The Transportation Security Administration must do a better job protecting Americans from terrorists and, at the same time, treat Americans traveling for business or pleasure with respect and dignity, Congressman Bill Sali said Thursday. 

The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform held a hearing Thursday on the latest set of airport security tests conducted by the Government Accountability Office, as requested by the committee.  Between May 7 and June, 8 2007, GAO investigators found they were able to take prohibited items through TSA security check-points.  The GAO found that the components successfully taken through the checkpoints were in quantities and size such that they could be combined to cause severe damage to an airplane and threaten the safety of passengers.  

During a hearing of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Sali said the GAO report is troubling. And, said Sali, so are reports that Americans are not being treated respectfully as they make it through checkpoints. Sali referenced an experience of one constituent, Eric, from Eagle, ID, who recounted the problems he, his wife and infant faced while proceeding through the security checkpoint. 

“As they made it through the TSA checkpoint with their baby, the baby food was unsealed – defeating the purpose of taking baby food on the plane, because the then un-sealed food had to be consumed shortly thereafter.  When he protested, Eric was treated with the utmost rudeness,” said Sali. “Mr. Chairman, all of us believe that security on commercial airline travel is paramount; but treating our fellow citizens as if they were little better than criminals is plainly unnecessary to that goal.  This kind of treatment is made all the more aggravating by the fact that TSA apparently has significant vulnerabilities when it comes to stopping explosive components from passing through its checkpoints.”

Sali noted that TSA agents have a tough job, but, added Sali, those agents “must combine courtesy with thoroughness, kindness with scrutiny.  That’s not easy.  But it’s also no excuse for professional or personal discourtesy while they do their job. If Idahoans and people throughout the nation are subject to the kind of inconvenience, long lines, and outright rudeness associated with the TSA check-points, the very least our constituents deserve is having a system that works - not a system that keeps baby food off of airplanes for traveling Idaho families while allowing potential bomb materials to pass through those same kinds of checkpoints.”
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