Crime Bill Project – Eliminate Child Pornography

Co-sponsor the Musgrave Child Pornography Elimination Act of 2007
Dear Colleague,
I recently introduced H.R. 3148, the “Child Pornography Elimination Act of 2007,” and encourage you to become a cosponsor of this critical legislation.

The Internet has become a virtual playground for sexual predators and pedophiles who satiate their desire for child pornography with relative anonymity.  Pedophiles can download images to their personal computers or, even worse, watch the sexual abuse of children in real-time.  

Child pornography consists of more than just visual depictions of children in suggestive poses; rather, child pornography specifically involves the rape, abuse and molestation of innocent children, some cases even involving infants as young as three months old.

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) CyberTipline receives reports of suspected Internet child pornography every day.  Since its launch in 1998, the tipline has received nearly half a million child pornography reports, averaging almost 1,400 tips each week.    
Child pornography is a profitable, global criminal enterprise, and is growing rapidly in technical sophistication in response to efforts to detect and disrupt these criminal operations.  Child pornography is not even a crime in more than half of the 184 Interpol countries.  Unfortunately, this means that many of the children victimized by child pornography are foreign and not protected by the laws of their country.  
My legislation makes important improvements to federal law to help eliminate child pornography.  Most importantly, the bill prohibits the access of child pornography.  Although current law prohibits the possession, trafficking, or transport of child pornography, the Internet allows a pedophile to view child pornography without actually downloading or printing it.  The law must be amended to ensure that these offenders do not escape liability because of technicality in the law.  

This legislation also imposes mandatory penalties for possession of child pornography, increases civil penalties for Internet Service Providers who fail to report child pornography to law enforcement, and provides mandatory restitution for child pornography victims.    
If you have any questions regarding this legislation or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Kristen Glenn, 225-4676, or kristen.glenn@mail.house.gov.
[image: image1.png]s L o et



Sincerely,

Congresswoman Marilyn Musgrave

Colorado's Fourth Congressional District

