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Supporting the American Taxpayer Bill of Rights

Last month, I joined a coalition of citizen groups and several other members of the House in support of the American Taxpayer Bill of Rights.  This Bill of Rights is built on four basic principles aimed at reducing wasteful spending, balancing the budget, simplifying the tax code and ensuring a stable retirement program.  This legislation will help to ensure that Americans are able to keep more of their hard-earned money and better ensure that the taxpayers’ money is being used responsibly.

One key component of the American Taxpayer Bill of Rights is the Tax Code Termination Act, which I recently introduced.  This legislation, which has nearly 80 bipartisan cosponsors, will repeal the entire tax code, except portions that deal with Social Security and Medicare, by December 31, 2010, and calls on Congress to approve a new Federal tax system by July of the same year.  

The Tax Code Termination Act will force Congress to finally debate and address fundamental tax reform.  Whichever simpler and fairer tax system is adopted, the key ingredients should be: a low rate for all Americans; tax relief for working people; protection of the rights of taxpayers and reduction in tax collection abuses; promotion of savings and investment; and encouragement of economic growth and job creation.  While many questions remain about the best way to reform our tax system, the Tax Code Termination Act takes the first step by forcing Congress to address this important issue.  

Additionally, the Taxpayer Bill of Rights includes a proposal to amend the U.S. Constitution and require the Congress to balance the federal budget.  To accomplish this, I introduced legislation that forces the Congress to enact fiscally responsible spending measures, reduce the deficit, and ensure that the money our citizens work so hard to earn is not squandered on wasteful spending and programs.  

The balanced budget amendment requires that Congress not spend more than it receives in revenues, requires the President to submit a balanced budget to Congress, and requires a 3/5 majority vote to increase the debt limit.  A Constitutional amendment will force Congress to eliminate unnecessary and wasteful spending and make the decisions necessary to balance the budget and eliminate the federal deficit.  Families all across our nation understand what it means to make tough decisions each day about what they can and cannot afford, and elected officials should not be allowed to ignore these tough decisions in the name of political expediency when creating spending policies for the federal government. Already 160 Republicans and Democrats in the House of Representatives have joined together to cosponsor this Constitutional amendment.  

Coupled with efforts to reduce wasteful government spending by curbing fraud and abuse on the appropriations process and legislation to protect the Social Security Trust Fund, the American Taxpayer Bill of Rights will help streamline the tax system and restore integrity and accountability to government spending.
