March 20, 2007

Support Parental Involvement in Medical Treatment

Dear Colleague:  

Today kids have to get parental permission for everything from ear piercing to receiving an aspirin at school, yet clinics receiving federal family planning grants under Title X of the Public Health Act do not notify parents before dispensing powerful contraceptive and abortifacient drugs such as Depo-Provera, the morning after pill, and other forms of birth control.

I was made aware of one near tragic incident in which a sixteen year old girl who received the morning after pill without parental notification.

Melissa Anspach left school during her lunch hour to go to a nearby clinic where she received Nordatte, the morning after pill, from a nurse.  The next morning Melissa’s parents entered Melissa’s room to find her screaming for help.  Her face was swollen and red.  She had a rash and she was vomiting.  Melissa’s parents were unaware that their daughter had been taking Nordatte.

Melissa was rushed to the emergency room where she was examined and treated for this severe reaction to the pills that she was given at the clinic without her parent’s knowledge. 

Her parents are now suing the clinic for dispensing the medication without their knowledge.  In response to the suit, the clinic claims that under Title X regulations they cannot notify parents. 

It is unconscionable that clinics leave parents in the dark while their children receive medication that may be detrimental to their health and even deadly. Parents know their children’s medical history, loving parents are best able to make medical decisions for their minor daughters and parents should be informed when their child is given prescription medication.

I will be reintroducing the Parent’s Right to Know Act which requires that Title X clinics notify parents five days before providing contraceptives to minors.  If you would like to join me as an original cosponsor of this legislation please contact Kate in my office at Kathleen.mersman@mail.house.gov or 5-2561.

Sincerely, 

/s
W. Todd Akin

Member of Congress  
