U.S. Congressman Steve King
Iowa’s Fifth Congressional District

1432 Longworth House Office Building  Washington, DC 20515

http://www.house.gov/steveking/  Phone: (202) 225-4426  Fax: (202) 225-3193

__________________________________________________________________________________
CONTACT: S. Brenna Findley 202.225.4426

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




                    
March 7, 2007




                       

                                                  
KING DENIED OPPORTUNITY TO STOP SECRET VOTING IN CONGRESS

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Congressman Steve King today offered an amendment to stop secret voting in the House Rules Committee.  Ironically, King had to ask the Rules Committee for permission to offer his amendment on the House floor because the ruling party decided that no amendment could be offered on the House floor unless it was approved in advance by the Rules Committee.

“It is a travesty against Americans that in order to stop secret voting by the Rules Committee I have to ask that very same Rules Committee for permission to offer my amendment on the House floor,” said King.  “Going up against the Rules Committee to ask them to stop their secret voting is like having to ask the opposing coach if it is okay to run a play against their team.”

King offered his amendment to H.Res. 202, a bill which funds the committees in the House of Representatives.  His amendment requires the Committee on Rules to make their recorded votes public so that every American can see how Representatives voted.

When the House was under Republican control in the 109th Congress, the Rules Committee was required to make their recorded votes public in their committee reports.  When the Democrats took control of the House they changed this little known rule to allow their Rules Committee to have secret votes. Their change means that the Rules Committee does not have to make recorded votes public information in their committee reports. Typically, House committee reports inform the public about which amendments were considered and how their elected representatives voted. 

“Nancy Pelosi and her comrades changed the House Rules to allow secret voting in the Rules Committee.  When they took over they promised better government, but instead they made it harder for the American public to know what their elected representatives are up to,” said King,   “We need more sunshine, not secret backroom votes.”  
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