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February 16, 2007

Observe the End of the British Slave Trade and Honor William Wilberforce
Dear Colleague:
We invite you to join us in observing the end of the British slave trade and honoring William Wilberforce by cosponsoring H.Res. 158.

As you may know, two hundred years ago this month, on February 23, 1807, the British parliament passed a bill that banned the British Empire’s involvement in the slave trade.  This was due, in large part, to the diligent work of William Wilberforce, who fought for 20 years against the horrors of the trade. 

Mr. Wilberforce was elected to the British House of Commons in 1780, when he was just 21 years old.  Early in his career, he was mentored and counseled by former slave trader and author of the hymn ‘‘Amazing Grace,’’ John Newton, on the horrors of the slave trade.  Even after the banning of the slave trade, Wilberforce continued to fight slavery and, in 1833, was informed on his death bed that the House of Commons had voted to abolish slavery altogether.

Mr. Wilberforce’s efforts reached far beyond Britain. His work helped inspire and encourage those working against slavery in the United States, including political leaders like John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and, ultimately, Abraham Lincoln.

H.Res. 158 will commemorate the end of the slave trade, praise the work and legacy of Wilberforce, and encourage the people of the United States to recognize the value of each individual by fighting modern day slavery and human trafficking. 
We have also attached the trailer for the movie “Amazing Grace” that will be released on February 23.  This movie is an inspirational account of the life of William Wilberforce and will help educate the public on his dramatic role in shaping history.  

If you would like to cosponsor H.Res. 158, please let us know or contact Ben Gehl (Pitts) at x 52411 or Molly Miller (Wolf) at x 55136.

Cordially,

Joseph R. Pitts
Member of Congress 

Frank R. Wolf
Member of Congress

