January 17, 2007

Earmark Reform is 

Authorization, Appropriation and Oversight!

1) Members can’t currently challenge an unauthorized earmark on the House floor if the earmark is in the committee report.

2)
It is harder to challenge the thousands of earmarks in appropriations bills if the earmarks are in the committee report.

The answer:  Put the earmarks in the bill text!

Dear Colleague:

I am seeking original cosponsors for a bill to provide accountability in the earmark process.  The bill would prohibit agencies from funding earmarks unless they are contained in the actual legislative text of the bill, regardless of whether they are listed in a committee report.  This provision would force earmarks to be included in the actual text of a spending bill, so that members on the House floor can challenge unauthorized spending.  

Members are currently prevented from raising a point of order against an unauthorized earmark unless the earmark is in the bill text.

Reviving the authorization process will also entail improved oversight of out-of-control earmarked spending.  Many earmarks have never been appropriately scrutinized by the authorizing committees.  Better oversight will reduce waste, fraud and abuse.  

I urge you to join me in ensuring we provide better oversight over the earmarking process.  Please contact Brian Clifford at 5-2635 for more information or to cosponsor.

Sincerely,

JEFF FLAKE




Member of Congress


